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In this intimate portrait of an island lobstering community and an eccentric band of renegade

biologists, journalist Trevor Corson escorts the reader onto the slippery decks of fishing boats,

through danger-filled scuba dives, and deep into the churning currents of the Gulf of Maine to learn

about the secret undersea lives of lobsters. In revelations from the laboratory and the sea that are

by turns astonishing and humorous, the lobster proves itself to be not only a delicious meal and a

sustainable resource but also an amorous master of the boudoir, a lethal boxer, and a snoopy

socializer with a nose that lets it track prey and paramour alike with the skill of a bloodhound. The

Secret Life of Lobsters is a rollicking oceanic odyssey punctuated by salt spray, melted butter, and

predators lurking in the murky depths.
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For anyone with an interest in Maine lobsters which goes beyond the plastic bibs and melted butter,

this is the "Everything You Always Wanted to Know..." resource. After spending two years aboard

commercial lobster boats, meeting scientists dedicated to conserving the lobster as a natural

resource, and studying the research about the lobster's habitat, breeding habits, and possible

endangerment, author Trevor Corson has produced a highly readable, balanced account of what is

happening in the industry and the remarkable co-operation which has evolved between some

lobstermen and scientists.Little Cranberry Island, just south of Mt. Desert Island and Acadia

National Park in Maine, is a lobstering community with the perfect lobster habitat just off its coast, its

lobstermen as concerned about preserving their livelihoods for the future as are scientists (many



working for the government) about protecting the coast from "over-fishing." Until recently, however,

the two groups had not pooled their knowledge, and scientists had not done enough on-site studies

of how and where the lobsters live and breed and what constitutes the true threats to their continued

existence. No one on either side really knew whether cyclical declines in the number of pounds

caught were natural or induced by man.

I have to admit that I was predisposed not to like Trevor Corson's THE SECRET LIFE OF

LOBSTERS. I know that I like to eat lobsters, that I prefer not to cook them myself, and that I need

to have someone else help me crack the claws open to get out the meat. That's about all I ever

knew, or cared to know, about lobsters before reading this book. I was skeptical that someone could

actually write a whole book about lobsters, let alone that I would want to read it. That's why I was

pleasantly surprised to find myself enjoying this nonfiction book that is part scientific mystery, part

adventure story, and even part romance.There are two main groups of human characters in

Corson's book. One group is the lobstermen of Little Cranberry Island off the coast of Maine. These

rugged men, many of whose families have been lobstering for generations, work incredibly hard and

understand more about lobsters than just about anyone. They're also surprisingly complex folks,

some of whom hold degrees in economics or marine biology or who dabble in painting.The other

group is the scientists who are dedicated to understanding lobster habitats and behavior in the

hopes of swelling their population. These scientists alternate between skepticism of the

lobstermen's own theories for ensuring a healthy lobster population and grudging respect for the

lobstermen's time-tested methods. The scientists are a quirky bunch, too. One fellow plays a flute

made out of a lobster claw, and one scientist becomes a waitress --- at a lobster restaurant ---

because it's the only job that gives her enough flexibility to conduct her research.
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